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MEMORANDUM FCH:  Admiral Arleigh Burke
Chisf of Neval Oparations

SUBJECTY Sanitization of TALENT Phetegraphy
REFERENCE t  Ser NT-00187, 12 Juns 1958 (TC35.3367.58)

1. Oun 11 Juse 1958 you wrote to me requesting permnission for the
senitizstion of TALENT photegraphy cellected over the USSR Bloc and its
removal from the TALENT socurity systes: in erder to mest Navy needs
arisiang {rom its responsibility te prepare pilots to deliver wenpons against
sssigned targets in the avent of war, This probles: has been examined at
langth by the Ad Hoc Requirsnesnts Committee (ARC) and the Utilination
Advisery Beard (UAB),

2. The sensitive character of the eparstions whereby TALENT
photography has been collected is, ss you are well aware, extrsordinary,
The ased for the information (hus collected, in arder for intelligence
properiy to support astional security, is slso extracrdinary. Over the
1ast two and 2 ball years as thess materials have bacon: s available, the
agencies in the Intellijence Advisery Commitise (1AC) having a principal
intereast have cellaberated closely in order to ensure manimurn: exploitation
and uss of these materials consistent with security, Considerable progress
has been made in dovising wayrs snd menns of using the information safely
outsids of the sscurity control systerx and under norr:al security handling.

I strongly suppert these offoris and bave urged continned imaginstive sfforts
to [ind new ways to obtaln the greatest possible use of the informaticn,

VWays have been found to sanitise photegraphy in order to prevest sxposurs
of data bearing upen sltitunds, scale, camera configuration cheracteristice,
and track to officials outside the TALENT system, However, we thus {ar
have besn sble to find ne sflactive msans of sanitizing photographs to prevent
non=TALENT-cloared persontisl frou: deduclag that the picture must have
baen taksn as a result of penetration of the Soviet asir spacs by semne means,

NAVY HAS NO OBJECTION TO DECLASSIFICATION AND
RELEASE.
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3. A plausidle sttritmtion of sanitized TALEKT phetography might
be from: gemerally known previeus photographic collsctions over the USSR,
suck a2 balloon photograpky. However, there are technical ressons why
conformance of TALENT to suck photography is infeasible. Iu the case of
photography taken over the siatsllites whare it is understosd that the Navy
has been assigned a number of apecial wespons strike targets, it may be
that plausible attribution could bs made to averflight by the Navy or the
Aiv Fores in recest yasrs, 'Whereas sus might make a distinction betwesn
the salellites snd the USSR in terwms of seasitivity of the fact of overflight,
at the meoment it appears that there really is ne such distinction since
permission from: the Prasidest for overilight in the satellite aress would
tave to be secured,

4, The ncost eflective uss of TALENMT photography in the preparation
of target materials for pilot iriefing eo far 1s the target folder program
undertaken jeintly by the Afr Force and the Navy, Ia essence, this is a
reissuasnce of Forld War 11 photography anaetated or adjusted by overlays
to reflect new intelligence wilheut reference to source and displaysd in such
fashion as to prevent comparison sad, therefere, sitzribution to & TALENT
photograph i indeed the twe materigls were laid side~-by-side. Sealed
packages wit TALENT phetegraphs are under existing procsdure aiready
being made available for an instant’s use in an emergency for pilot briefing,
I would hope the use of snnotited overiays nsentioned shove would provide
reasonably adegquats study uterisis forv the pllets while st the smuse time
would protect the security of the fact of overflight prior to an emergency.

5, In the event that after careful consideration of the national
sscurity risks as well as nsnis for releasse of sanitised TALENT masterials
o a TOP SECRET basis it is your cenviction that nothing less than TALENT
reaterial itssl in sanitised forn: will snable you to carry ont yeur responsi-
bility adequately, pleass se inferm me. 1 believe that uader presest circunc-
stances the {act of an everflight (with implied FPresideatial suthority) is
essentially Prasideatial information, heonce | would be compailed to scek
guidance frem the President imself in this matter,

ALLEN W, DULLES
Director
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